
The remains of the Foundry Ávalos. Photo: El Heraldo de
Chihuahua.
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300 years

Smelter Ávalos pillar of the economy for 84 years
It had its peak in 1918

> Increased from three to eight
ovens

> 2.500 workers have arrived in
El Heraldo de Chihuahua
May 13, 2009

El Heraldo de Chihuahua

Smelter Avalos took three years to be
built for their operation after the
authorization given by the State
Government on May 7, 1905. The
total startup investment was 500
million pesos, which was the
installation of three furnaces, which
later increased to eight branches on
the railways for which the minerals

were moved from Santa Eulalia, offices, homes and Barrio Americano.

The first was completed in May 1908 Ávalos Unit, as it is also surrounded by adobe walls that
prevented the access of strangers to that space. Chihuahua worked in the foundry until 1992,
although it had its highest peak after 1918 and increased to eight with three furnaces which
began and reached its maximum production 700 thousand tons. It should be remembered that
mining in Chihuahua was the mainstay of the economy since 1895, with the exploitation of
mineral veins.

The land occupied by the casting Ávalos and now a residential area south of the capital, was a
distant land that was removed in order to begin construction work. Services such as piped water
and communications for three railways to the arrival of the materials were part of the
infrastructure unit, which in 1923 introduced the use of electrical energy, which three years later
replaced the use of coal to stone their processes. Avalos became a very important source of
employment in the capital, began with 150 employees in 1908, that number grew to 500
thousand, after his first decade in the light reaching the two thousand 500. However, along with
mining entered a phase of decline for the year of its closure in 1992 and only had on its staff to
400 workers.

Life in Ávalos: The first houses were Ávalos one piece, but then increased to two to four, recalled
Don Arcadio Melendez, in a conversation with the columnist in the city, Ruben Beltran, the month
of December 2004. Income housing was a weight daily, said extrabajador, who worked at the
smelter for forty years. In the company had bathrooms, but besides those, there were two more
for each block. They use popular sites, sharing the inhabitants of the houses occupied by
workers.

Don Arcadio said that at the time who had worked three shifts, several workshops, but after they
had been thousands of workers who were in the company in 1992 was just 400. In the year 1930
opened a movie theater that operated until 1975, said Don Arcadio. It was one of the
entertainment options that employees of the plant. Commonly reported were dancing at a kiosk
inside the colony Avalos, entertain all the Twelve Apostles, that for every hour of music charged
ten pesos.

Timeline

May 7, 1905 The state government granted permission for the placement of the company.

May 1, 1906 start of clearing and construction of railways.

May 1, 1908 the work was completed.

June 25, 1908 ran the first oven.

July 1911 First strike of workers.

1911 to 1912 closed at various times for lack of coal.

1913 to 1918 activities interrupted by the Mexican Revolution.

April 1917 First formal school.

1923 electricity was introduced.

Early 1926 Electricity replaced coal use.
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1932 Crisis mining had massive layoffs.

September 23, 1934 Constitution of the Union of Mineworkers Avalos.

November 1934 to give workers strike.

August 1, 1937 located at 1.200 workers strike.

1952 expanded the plant to concentrate zinc

1992 were only 400 workers and stops working.

Source: Historian of the City, Ruben Beltran Acosta
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